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Collect Value Divest: The Savvy Appraiser delivers short, concise chapters 
so that any collector can easily learn how to value their paintings, books, 
artifacts, and treasured possessions. Dr. Elizabeth Stewart condenses her 
thirty years as a certified appraiser into easy-to-read anecdotes that cover 
commonly asked questions about value. She provides tips on how to buy, 
sell, insure, and auction, and explains how to bequeath pieces. 

Stewart shares her secrets of the art and antiques marketplace. Learn what 
appraisers don’t want you to know—all the tools to assess value, beauty, 
rarity, market level, provenance, and quality. Having appraised many estates 
for celebrities and CEOs, Stewart knows value and can detect frauds, and 
nothing, no matter how quirky or unusual, is beyond analysis.

Most people possess some family treasures that have been passed down 
through generations, but are these items valuable or just part of the family’s 
history? With this guide, family members facing the hurdle of divesting of 
their parents’ belongings can judge what is worth having appraised and what 
can be given away. The book is great for seniors who are downsizing and try-
ing to evaluate what to keep and what to give to family or donate, including 
that “prized” family china.

Using real-life cases and rich images, Stewart instructs on the Dos and 
Don’ts of collecting: how, what, and where to collect; the next big thing; 
clues to identification and worth; online tools for finding value; how to sell 
and what to donate; and what your kids do not want.

Whether you’re a serious collector or someone trying to value family be-
longings, Collect Value Divest: The Savvy Appraiser will answer your 
questions on how to evaluate your collections.
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Author Bio
Elizabeth Stewart is 
a career appraiser of 
fine art and antiques, 
active in the field for 
thirty years. Elizabeth 
serves the Santa Bar-
bara county area, and 
has appraised for cli-
ents nationwide. Her 
areas of expertise 
are 19th- and 20th-
century fine art and 

works on paper, as well as American and European 
18th-, 19th- and 20th-century furniture. Intrigued 
by the strange or curious, Elizabeth takes on clients 
that average appraisers decline. She is available for 
consultation onsite for one or one hundred items, 
for insurance purposes, charitable contribution 
purposes, and estate, trust, and equitable distribu-
tion purposes. She maintains offices on both coasts.

Elizabeth received her undergraduate degree in Ar-
chitectural History, magna cum laude, from Tufts 
University, and she has a Master’s Degree in His-
toric Preservation from the University of San Di-
ego. She holds a doctorate in Mythological Studies 
(with an emphasis on Material Culture) from Paci-
fica Graduate Institute. Her doctoral dissertation, 
“The Material Image: Why Collectors Collect,” fo-
cused on the psychology of connoisseurs, hoarders, 
and fetishizers. 

For the past nine years, Elizabeth has broadcasted 
her own weekly “Art and Antiques Radio Show” on 
KZSB AM 1290, as well as writing a weekly column, 
aptly titled “Ask the Gold Digger,” for the Santa 
Barbara News Press.
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“If you need to downsize (like most of us), learn to 
do it like a savvy appraiser. Elizabeth explains how 
to look for clues to authenticity, determine origin 
and provenance, and understand today’s market. 
You’ll enjoy her true tales of wise, regret-free di-
vesting.”

Simon Rycroft, Director,
Santa Barbara Historical Arms Association

Learn more about Elizabeth’s appraisal services at:
www.elizabethappraisals.com


